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Temporary Space Still Needed to  
Stage the Run-To-The-Top 

About 1/3 of a garage is needed starting late August till a few 
days after the race (Labor Day), and the race director needs 

24/7 access. Please contact Tracy if you can provide the space. 
Email: mtbaldyruntothetop@gmail.com 

In this issue are Mt. Baldy listings for houses and cab-
ins by realtors Todd McDonagh and Donna Dostalik. 
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Summer is here, and we're prepared for another busy sea-
son serving our community. We have several exciting  
updates to share. 

68th Annual Steak Fry – BBQ & Brews 

Mark your calendars! Our 68th Annual Steak Fry "BBQ 
& Brews" Fundraiser will be held Saturday, August 
29th, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the beautiful Pond 
Oaks. This year's event is being held a couple of weeks 
earlier than usual, and we hope you'll join us for an even-
ing of great food, great company, and support for your vol-
unteer fire department. 

Like many organizations, we've seen the cost of supplies 
continue to increase. Because of this, we've made a small 
adjustment to our adult ticket price, which will be $40 this 
year. Children's tickets will remain $15. 

Dinner Menu: 
Adult Meal 

• Santa Maria Grilled Chicken 

• Slow-Smoked Pulled Pork 

• Mac & Cheese 

• Potato Salad 

• Garden Salad with Ranch or Italian dressing 

• Dinner Roll with Butter 

 

 Children's Meal 
• Santa Maria Grilled Chicken 

• Slow-Smoked Pulled Pork 

• Mac & Cheese 

• Dinner Roll with Butter 

 

Vegetarian Meal 
• Stir-Fry Vegetables 

• Mac & Cheese 

• Potato Salad 

• Garden Salad with Ranch or Italian dressing 

• Dinner Roll with Butter 

Our popular raffle will return with another $1,000 Grand 
Prize! Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20, and they'll 
be available for purchase soon. 

We hope you'll come out, enjoy a great meal, and help 
support the Mt. Baldy Volunteer Fire Department. 

New Life-Saving Equipment 
We are excited to announce that, thanks to a  
generous grant from Mt. Baldy Town Hall, we have pur-
chased four new Zoll AED 3 automated external defib-
rillators (AEDs). 
These new units will replace our aging 20-year-old defib-
rillators and provide our firefighters with improved tech-
nology, enhanced reliability, and upgraded features to bet-
ter serve our community during medical emergencies. 

We sincerely appreciate Town Hall's continued support of 
our department. 

Congratulations to our Firefighters 

Congratulations to Firefighters Reece Cate and Andrew 
Curran, who recently earned their California DMV Fire-
fighter Endorsement, allowing them to operate our larger 
fire apparatus weighing more than 26,000 lbs. 

Earning this endorsement requires approximately 40 
hours of specialized training followed by a DMV exami-
nation. With their certifications, 7 of our 18 volunteer 
firefighters are now qualified to drive our largest emer-
gency vehicles. 

Thank you, Reece and Andrew, for your dedication and 
commitment to serving our community. 

Continuing to Train 

Training never stops. Recently, six of our firefighters 
dedicated an entire Saturday to completing a Confined 
Space Awareness course. The class focused on recogniz-
ing confined space hazards and understanding the safest 
procedures for responding to these challenging emergen-
cies. 

Our firefighters routinely volunteer countless hours be-
yond emergency responses to maintain and improve their 
skills. Their commitment to ongoing training helps ensure 
they are prepared whenever our community needs them. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of the 
Mt. Baldy Volunteer Fire Department. We look forward to 
seeing many of you at this year's Steak Fry. 
Have a safe and enjoyable summer! 
Graham Hendrickson 

Fire Chief 

Mt. Baldy Fire Department Community Update 
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Mt. Baldy  
Village Church 

 1/4 page: $10/issue or $30/4 issues 

 1/3 page: $15/issue or $45/4 issues  

 1/2 page: $20/issue or $60/4 issues 

 Whole page: $30/issue or $100/4 issues 

 Email your large color or B/W file (jpg or PDF) to 

baldybreeze@aol.com, and specify ad size.  

 Email the editor for due dates. 

 All proceeds go to Mt. Baldy Town Hall to help pay for printing. 

Help keep The Baldy Breeze alive and in print! 

Dear Community, 

Your neighborhood church is growing and praying that 
you will find faith and comfort here with us! 

Music has always been a part of faith and faith commu-
nities. We have been blest with amazing musical and 
vocal talent and sharing His message through music. 
This last April, we began a partnership with Worship 
Quest to lift our offering to an even higher level. This 
effort included our Worship Team attending a Worship 
Quest Summit April 25th at our church, which was 
attended by over 50 participants! 

Once again, we were pleased to support the July 4th 
Mt. Baldy program with tables and chairs. Let us know 
how we can help you. Our messages on the Chistian 
Heritage of the USA on July 5th and its follow-up mes-
sage, “A moral and Religious People,” on July 12th are 
both available through our website MtBaldyVil-
lageChurch.com (click on “Watch Video Messages” from 
the home page) or our YouTube channel “MBVChurch.” 

We hope you are well. Please let us know how we can 
serve you. 

Pastor Ron 

Upcoming Events 

• 8/12/26: Wednesdays at the Museum 

children’s programming for the summer, for 
kids ages 3-12 years old. Donation request-

ed—$3-$10. 11 am to 1 pm. RSVP on Insta-

gram. 

• 8/16, 8/23, 8/30/26 (Sundays): 

“Discovery Days” at the Mt. Baldy Visitor 

Center. 10 am - 2 pm. Free family nature 

activity. RSVP not needed. 

• 8/20/26 (Thursday): SBC OPEN HOUSE. 

Supervisor Armendarez will hold this event 

in Rancho Cucamonga. This is an oppor-

tunity for direct access to leadership and 

resource & community networking. 5 pm - 

7:30 pm. 8575 Haven Ave. 

• 8/29/26 (Saturday): Mt. Baldy Fire De-

partment Steak Fry, 68th annual fund-

raiser, at Pond Oaks. Tickets: $40/adult 

and $15/children. 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm. 

• 9/7/26 (Monday/Labor Day): 61st Annu-

al Mt. Baldy Run-to-the-Top Trail Race 

fundraiser for Mt. Baldy Town Hall. The 

purpose of the fundraiser:  Proceeds from 

the race allow Mt. Baldy Town Hall, a 501
(C)(4) non-profit, to contribute to projects 

that benefit the entire Mt. Baldy communi-

ty, to maintain an emergency fund for dis-

aster relief, and to make substantial annual 

donations to the all-volunteer Mt. Baldy 

Fire Department and the all-volunteer West 

Valley Search & Rescue. 
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MT. BALDY TOWN HALL TREASURER POSITION OPEN 

Town Hall needs a new treasurer. The volunteer requirements are as follows: 
Qualifications: 

 QuickBooks and Microsoft Excel proficiency 

 Attention to detail, organized, and dependable 

 Familiarity with basic accounting and budgeting (personal or professional)  
 Available the first Tuesday of each month from 7 – 8 P.M. for the Town Hall meeting via Zoom 

Position responsibilities: 
 Average 8 hours of work each month updating financial reports, oversight and reconciling of bank 

accounts, and organizing financial documents. 
 Presenting the finances to the Board and community members at the monthly Town Hall Zoom 

meetings. More than just sharing a screen; be prepared to answer questions. 
 Yearly budget revision and monthly monitoring. 
 Support financial professionals with annual tax filings and audits. 

Training and support provided / $50 per month stipend. / The treasurer is an officer for Town. 

For more information, contact Tracy at 310-387-6155 or mtbaldytownhall@gmail.com. 

Why the weather reports and  forecasts, for 
any station on Mt. Baldy, are not the same 
on Weather Underground and NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration). Data differences compared. 
 

Weather Underground and NOAA forecasts 
differ because they use different base computer 
models, rely on different local data sources, and 
feature varying levels of human manipulation. 

Data Source Differences 

• NOAA: Relies purely on government-
operated models (like the American GFS or 
High-Resolution Rapid Refresh), backed by an 
expansive network of official radar, weather 
balloons, and government buoys. Its text 
forecasts are heavily curated by human me-
teorologists at local National Weather Service 
offices. 

• Weather Underground: Uses a mix of gov-
ernment model data, proprietary algorithms, 
and an enormous global network of over 
250,000 allows WU to provide hyper-local 

readings, but personal station equipment can 
sometimes be less calibrated than govern-
ment equipment. 

Algorithmic Adjustments 

• NOAA: Focuses on the raw, unadulterated 
scientific data directly from the models. 

• Weather Underground: Aggregates and 
smooths out multiple models using proprie-
tary software, frequently updating to reflect 
the nearest personal weather stations in your 
specific zip code. 

Because of these distinct methods, one might 
catch a localized microclimate earlier, while the 
other might be more accurate at predicting 
broader regional patterns. 
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The Baldy Breeze Needs Content!  
Articles, poems, stories, pictures, etc. Priority is given to content per-
taining to Mt. Baldy. Please email it to baldybreeze@aol.com or mail it 
to P.O. Box 681 at any time. The newsletter is published four times 
per year— winter, spring, summer, and fall. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject or edit submissions. 
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 34 MANKER FLATS NEEDS A NEW OWNER 

DONNA DOSTALIK 

RE/MAX UNLIMITED REAL ESTATE 

SELLING RESIDENTIAL, COMMERICAL, LAND & RESORT PROPER-
TIES SINCE 1986!  RE/MAX TOP 100 AGENT WORLD WIDE. 

 

 

 

YOUR HOMETOWN AGENT. THE RIGHT CHOICE.  
donnaremax@usa.net Realtor DRE#01017840 

I fell in love with Mt. Baldy and I have never stopped hiking & skiing here and I have come to love 
this mountain and I value the community. I have been selling residential, commercial, land & re-
sort properties here since 1987.  RE/MAX TOP 100 AGENT WORLD-WIDE.  

 

105 Iron Gate (Upper San Antonio Falls) $209,000 

DONNA DOSTALIK 

RE/MAX UNLIMITED REAL ESTATE 

SELLING RESIDENTIAL, COMMERICAL, LAND & RESORT PROPERTIES 
SINCE 1986!  RE/MAX TOP 100 AGENT WORLD WIDE. 
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YOUR HOMETOWN AGENT. THE RIGHT CHOICE.  
donnaremax@usa.net Realtor DRE#01017840 

I fell in love with Mt. Baldy and I have never stopped hiking & skiing here and I have come to love 
this mountain and I value the community. I have been selling residential, commercial, land & re-
sort properties here since 1987.  RE/MAX TOP 100 AGENT WORLD-WIDE.  

34 MANKER FLATS NEEDS A NEW OWNER  — $260,000 
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YOUR HOMETOWN AGENT. THE RIGHT CHOICE.  
donnaremax@usa.net Realtor DRE#01017840 

I fell in love with Mt. Baldy and I have never stopped hiking & skiing here and I have come to love 
this mountain and I value the community. I have been selling residential, commercial, land & re-
sort properties here since 1987.  RE/MAX TOP 100 AGENT WORLD-WIDE.  

3 Glacier new owner wanted — $300,000 
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Town Hall News 

This article is a compilation of Town Hall minutes from meetings since the last Baldy Breeze. It focuses on the 
main points of reports and presentations made by invited guests/visitors, along with Town Hall business that 
may be of interest to the community. Some reports may be regarding events now concluded. 

ZOOM Videoconferencing: Town Hall meets via Zoom on the first Tuesday of every month, at 7:00 pm. Meet-
ings are open to all residents.* The meeting link is posted several days prior on the Baldy Bear Telegraph 
Google Groups email and the “Mt Baldy Residents” Facebook page. Regular invited guests are from the U.S. 
Forest Service, SBC & LAC CHP, SBC & LAC Sheriff’s Dept., SBC Fire, Mt. Baldy Fire, and representatives for 
both LAC and SBC supervisors. Their attendance allows residents to ask questions and make comments in 
real time. 

If you wish to have a topic added to the agenda, please contact your Town Hall board representative or you 
may make the request during a meeting. 

The following reports were made by visitors in April 2026 through June 2026. 

Kyle Hauducoeur, Battalion Chief (SBC-Fire) 

May: Our preparedness continues, improving our communications with our cooperators up there, both 
the forest and LA County Fire. We are working through mutual communication plans. These things 
take some time with additional approvals. 

We will be scheduling Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) inspections for the lower end of the community, 
just above San Antonio Heights. You may hear people who associate with your community that we were 
out there doing a wildland interface inspection. It's a five-question questionnaire for our company offic-
ers. We're attempting to expand that program in the coming years to include more communities. What 
we're doing is targeting the very high fire hazard parcels on the maps, drawn out by the State Fire Mar-
shal's office. That's our intent. It's not a full and complete rollout. We're still trying to feel our way 
through the process for recording that information and then recalling it at a later date to say in which 
communities we've been able to do treatment. 

And we continue to support those parts of Mt. Baldy that are attempting to harden the construction in 
their homes and need advice on that, and make them more fire-resistant. 

R. Wismer asked: The Homeowners Association is trying to expand its roads in the Village, and needs 
more information about any permitting needed, because it’s a private road. After a conversation* with 
Richard, the BC advised him to reach out to the Fire Marshall for assistance. [*The entire conversation 
notes from the Zoom transcript were provided to R. Wismer separately.] 

Brendan Hidalgo (LACBOS2/Barger/Assistant Field Deputy) 

April: Provided updates regarding ongoing Eaton Fire rebuilding efforts. Reported approximately:  

1,025 homes under construction  

2,000 permits issued  

3,000 rebuild applications submitted  

Announced Metro K Line expansion to include a Hollywood Bowl stop. Invited the community to the 
Annual Tribute to Veterans and Military Families event on May 23 in Arcadia Park 

May: First an extended approval of Supervisor Barger's motion on the Eaton Fire Recovery. It directs 
advocacy for expanded mortgage relief for the survivors. It extends forbearance from 12 to 36 months, 
and it requests a deadline to January 2029. This reinforces the county's commitment to securing re-
sources to help residents rebuild homes and communities.  
LA County Approves $5M in CalHome Wildfire Recovery Funds: The Board of Supervisors approved ac-
cepting nearly $5 million in state CalHome funds to support homeownership for those impacted by the 
January 2025 wildfires. Eligible households can receive down-payment assistance of up to $200,000 or 
40% of the home's purchase price. The program expands eligibility to moderate-income families earning 
up to 150% of the Area M. From what I remember, this, unfortunately, doesn't include those in the Mt. 
Baldy area. (Continued on pg. 14) 
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June: The primary election is taking place today. The centers will be open from 10 am and closing 
around 8 pm. 

Our veterans tribute event a couple weeks ago was an amazing event, with an amazing turnout. 
Thank you to everyone who attended, and all the veterans that we were able to serve. 
The LAC BOS will be going on recess at the beginning of July, just for a few weeks, and then will be 
back after the summer break. 

Lee Miller (LACDPW Community Liaison) 

April: Proposed flashing warning lights and signage improvements near the lower tunnels. Funding is 
expected during the next fiscal year after July 2026. Follow-up discussions related to Christmas Eve 
storm damage and roadway grading concerns. Agreed to address outdated Forest Service closure mes-
saging still appearing on the electronic sign at the bottom of the hill. Mr. Miller also reminded residents 
to report road, water, or sewer issues through the Public Works 24-hour dispatch line: 1-800-675-
4357 

May: Last month, a resident requested an update to the message that was on the changeable message 
board. The message was outdated, so we removed that a couple after that request. 

Comment from S. Sulkin, regarding waiting for a response from Mr. Edward Lee, engineer, LACDPW, 
about what he said at the February Town Hall meeting. Mr. Miller responded that he will follow up with 
Mr. Lee on that. 

June: There was an illegal dumping of tires along Mt. Baldy Rd. that was cleaned up yesterday. If any-
one sees any type of illegal dumping, please report it to Public Works by phone or by email address. 
The email address is dumping@pw.lacounty.gov. The phone number is 888-253-2652. 

And in the worst-case scenario, you can email me too, and I'll forward that inquiry to the right people 
at Public Works. 

Questions for Mr. Miller: Resident Tony Witt asked Mr. Miller if there's a plan to resurface Mt. Baldy 
Rd., in LA County, approx. 5 years from now. Is that the earliest that'll be done, and what we can ex-
pect in the meantime. I see a lot of potholes, a lot of cracks. Mr. Miller responded: Let me dig in and 
see if there is a specific schedule. I don't think there is, but if there is, I would definitely share it at the 
next meeting. 

Graham Hendrickson, Chief (MBFD) 

April: A transient was breaking into cars in the Ice House Canyon area. He was seen walking off the 
mountain and may have been contacted by Deputy Smoot in San Antonio Heights. In addition, a cou-
ple hundred feet of copper phone cable was stolen by the rest area/public restroom above the Village, 
and he believes that a report was made.  

Julius McChristian, Captain (SBCSD) 

April:  Added in response to G. Hendrickson’s comment: Confirmed that the transient suspect that was 
connected to vehicle break-ins near Ice House Canyon had been arrested. And detectives are actively 
investigating the recent copper wire theft near the rest area/public restroom. 

Reported increasing visitor activity with improving weather. Stated that weekend volunteer patrols con-
tinue assisting with enforcement. 

May: Since our last meeting, our deputies have been dealing with issues with homeless individuals 
who have been trying to camp near the Mt. Baldy church. We've been swiftly getting those folks to 
move along, advising them that they can't camp there, and getting them off the mountain as well. 

We've had our share of search and rescues on the mountain. Most of those have been hikers, who were 
able to hike out. We had a couple of search and rescue teams respond to assist those folks off the 
mountain. We did notice that, since last month, some Mt. Baldy residents also have been assisting 
some of those hikers. The last thing we want is add to any situation, having the residents go out there 
and get injured or have to be rescued as well. The only thing we ask is that if you do notice someone 
who is stuck on the mountain, you can assist the best you can, but if they've already contacted law 
enforcement, let us go out there and get those folks off the mountain, with our search and rescue 
teams, for their safety. 

(Continued from pg. 13) 

(Continued on pg. 15) 
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June: Things have been pretty good on the mountain for us. We have recently had a few search and 
rescues. Actually, we just had one, you may have heard the helicopter up there about 30 minutes ago. 
We did have a couple of injuries last week. We pulled a couple of people off the mountain. But outside 
of that, it's been good for us on the mountain. We've been having our COPs and our volunteers on the 
mountain on a regular basis, writing citations for all those who are violating vehicle code sections or 
double parking their vehicles during the weekends. With the warmer weather, the crowd is getting larg-
er on the mountain right now. (S. Sulkin mentioned that the COP have been all the way back into Bar-
rett Canyon.) We had a meeting this morning to talk about a strategic plan of how we can get our staff 
up there and be a little more effective for all the residents up on the mountain, and that was a piece of 
it, kind of doing a little bit more than just citations and being creative as well. 

I want to present some statistics, in regard to costs for services that we've handled. I normally do this 
at the end of the year, but I'll try to do it every 6 months. When we're talking about the Mt. Baldy area 
in 2025, on Mt. Baldy alone, we had a total of 573 calls. And then the San Antonio Heights area, we 
had a total of 2,004 calls. Our busy months in the Mt. Baldy area are March and December. Our busy 
months in the San Antonio Heights area are March and June. There were 2,023 calls in March in San 
Antonio Heights, and 217 in June. 

Between January and the end of May 2026 in the Mt. Baldy area, we had a total of 243 calls. So, we're 
about on the same rate for calls of service in the area. Of those, the majority were information calls and 
extra patrols with our deputies going up there. And then in the San Antonio Heights area, between 
January and May, we had a total of 468 calls. 

Mark Tovsen, Officer (LAC-CHP) 

April: Reported minimal activity due to staffing commitments for the Baker to Vegas relay event. En-
couraged residents to contact CHP with concerns. 

Priscilla Bugayong, Community Liaison (SBCBOS2/Armendarez) 

April: Announced that she will be leaving the supervisor’s office for a new opportunity. Introduced 
Alondra Cabrera as the incoming field representative. Contact information: 
Alondra.cabrera@bos.sbcounty.gov  

Announced upcoming “Mobile Hours” event at Mt. Baldy Lodge on April 22 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. 

Juan Galván, Community Resources Officer (CHP-SBC) 

April: Reminded attendees that April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month. Announced increased mo-
torcycle safety enforcement activities planned for May. Noted that radar trailers will likely return to the 
Mt. Baldy area during the summer months. 

May: There are a few issues along the 210 corridor, Carnelian and Sapphire, regarding homelessness. I 
have been out there and sighted a few people and tried to get them to move along. This may indirectly 
affect the San Antonio Heights or Mt. Baldy areas but, nonetheless, we are out there, citing and trying 
to get these encampments out of the freeway area. Just be aware, if you do see any encampments in 
Mt. Baldy or in the San Antonio Heights areas, let law enforcement know, and we'll go about it that 
way. 

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. The weather was not cooperating at the beginning of the 
month, so we'll see if it warms up. If it does, and we start seeing an increase in motorcyclists in the 
Baldy area, we will have our motor officers out there with proactive enforcement, or at the very least, in 
patrol a couple days out of the month, just depending on what's going on. 

June: We had our motor officers up there during the month of May, which is Motorcycle Safety Aware-
ness Month. 

Samantha “Sam” Villaneda, District Rep. for Assemblymember John Harabedian (AD41) 
May: Sam introduced herself. We have 13 bills in the Assembly right now. These are too many to go 
over right now, but I can send those over to either Christy or Tracy. Now, I want to mention one bill 
that we're really excited about. It's, AB1642. It's our testing standards bill. The Assemblymember is 
very focused on wildfire recovery, wildfire preparedness, and the rebuild. And so, this bill would estab-

(Continued on pg. 16) 

(Continued from pg. 14) 
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lish state standards for when families and individuals are allowed to move back into their homes. Right 
now, there are no state standards, and so it is up to the families themselves to determine when it is 
safe or they can pay for their own testing. What we're seeing is that families can't afford to do that as 
they're trying to rebuild, and this has been a huge hurdle for folks over the last year. So, this bill was 
passed in the Toxic Materials Committee and the Assembly with bipartisan support, and it is now in 
Appropriations, which takes place next Thursday. We're very hopeful that it'll pass. If that happens, it'll 
be sent to the Senate, where we’ll have a lot of work to do, but we are very hopeful that it'll get past the 
finish line. I will be sure to send summaries of the 12 other bills via email. And if there are any ques-
tions or any state-related concerns, please feel free to reach out. I'll put my email in the chat. 

Sean Brady, Deputy (LACSD) 

April: Reported continued parking enforcement activity along Mt. Baldy Rd. and Barrett-Stoddard area. 
Discussed several recent search and rescue responses. Mentioned department impact related to the 
recent death of a deputy connected to the Baker to Vegas event. 

Alondra Cabrera, Community Liaison (SBCBOS2/Armendarez) 

May: We have our Save-the-Date for our district open house coming up on August 20th, from 5 pm to 
7:30 pm. 

June: Gave a reminder about the supervisor’s August Open House. 

Deputy Pete Bommarito (LACSD) 

June: On the LA County side, we've been trying to get some more parking enforcement up there at the 
Barrett-Stoddard area. I know that's continually a problem. And coming into the summer, we're going 
need more; however, we're trying to find the funding to staff that. 

Another issue--I've been talking with Supervisor Barger's office. There are individuals in the Cow Can-
yon Saddle area that have a personal shooting range and, just to let you know, I am personally making 
contacts, just as I did last year when we had issues with shooting during school hour; but now I heard 
that there's probably a higher caliber weapon or a large blast coming from that area. So, I'm waiting for 
callbacks from my contacts there. I'll be taking a trip up there to try and handle that and make sure 
that everybody's safe and they're compliant to all the laws as well. 

Other than that, our guys are still patrolling up through there. Over the last holiday weekend, we had 
pretty good turnout on both sides of the mountain that we cover, and really had no major issues. May-
be a few little search and rescues that we had here and there, but nothing major and significant. I'm 
happy with my team. 

And the deputies that are up there patrolling…if there are any questions, please let me know, and we 
can hopefully solve problems for you guys. 

Lieutenant David Milinkevich (CHB-SBC) 

June: I'm new to the area as of January. I just wanted to touch base and see if there's anything any-
body had for us, and mostly just introduce myself. 

Mt. Baldy Town Hall needs a  
volunteer to scan documents.  
The scanner can be provided.  

Please call Tracy at 310-387-6155.  

(Continued from pg. 15) 
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